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Modified excavator loads limestone

By MATT HUTCHINSON
Sun-(azette Staff

A partnership between a regional
heavy cotigtrisetion buginess and a
railroad has paid dividends for bnth
urgamzat:luns

Last spring, Glenn O. Hawbaker
Inc., the EEDA-Cuum:'il of Govern-
ment’s Joint Rail Authority, Hlttan;r
& Bald Eagle and
Railroad, agreed on a deal that
maves limestone aggregate for
];l;[:él;alt production on the two rail

The equivalent of 13,000 truck-
loads was tr , in a sense
“removing” that many truck tri
from the highways last year, the

artners said. That allowed Haw-
er to make more efficient use of
its trucks.

The process, which involves
transport of the material
from a quarry in t Gap to

Hawbaker's asphalt plant in -
toursville, doesn't really save the
company money, but “the biggest
thing i Is to better ufilize our equip-
ment,” said Rua:}ﬁraham, the com-
pan:,r's director of fransportation.
Before the rail lines were used,
trucks delivered the material on a
120-mile round trip. Half of that
route involved empty Hawhaker
trucks on the highway for more than
an hour:
Todd Hunter, director of market-
Eﬁ'ﬂ; the North Shore Railroad and
ted companies (including the
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from a rail car Info waiting Glenn O. Hawbaker Inc. trucks. A
ip among Hawbaker, the Joint Rail Authority, Nittany & Bald Eagle and Lycoming Valley Railroad,

Regional partnership lets
company better use its trucks

“Without having cartop unloading abil-
ity, we would be unable to do this haul.”

vigeo =2 Russ Graham

. Glenn 0. Hawbaker Inc,

director of transportation

Nittany & Bald Eagle and i that walks on tﬂpnftheraiicarsand
Valley lines) headguartered in  unloads the cars from the top.”

Northumberland, said the had Added Graham of Hawbaker:
been in the works for a wha "W:mnutha unl

“We approached them several
vears ago about (service to) the
Montoursville plant,” Hunter said.
“A year or so we finally came to
terms.”

Material is only transported from
about April to November because of
the seasonal nature of asphalt pro-
duction and because of state Depart-
ment of Transportation regulations,
Hunter added.

Upon arrival at the Montoursville
plant along Canfield Lane, the
aggregate material iz unloaded with
a special cartop machine from a com-
pany in Roanoke, Va. The distance
between the railroad and the plant
necessitates the need for the special
unloading equipment.

“The raJ.l track currently does not
go to the plant,” Hunter said.
actually have a patented machine

cading
. we woul he unable to do this
haul
But the most impressive achieve-
ment of the I}:ﬂ:h.leralup is the reduc-
tion of fruc rtation on area
highways, aumetlnng SEDA-COG's
rail authority hopes will catch with
other businesses.
In fact, the nation’s freight rail
gystem ﬂnl:,r carries 16 percent of all
good, according to information sup-
gim-d by the regional multi-county
velupment agency in Lewisburg,

If just 1 more percent of freight
was carried via rail, it would trans-
fer 600 million fons of freight and 25
billion ve}u}::lﬂe-nules-uf t};:-aval uﬂ'$ t:};g

way while saving shippers $2
h:ﬁ:m and reduce associated high-
way costs by $17 billion, the report
indicated.

{See PARTNERSHIF, Page D-3)



Partnership lets company better use its trucks

From Page D-1)

Hunter said that Hawbaker's Pleas-

ant Gap-to-Montoursville route has
helped to boost shipments on the region-
al rail fines.
. Maore than 1.1 million tons of aggregate
material is expected to be shipped this
vear on the regional rail lines, Hunter
added. That's compared to just 8,600 tons
in 1886,

That fact has helped the North Shore
Railroad and the Nittany & Bald Eagle
line win & 2003 marketing award from the
American Shortline and Regional Railroad
Association for its work with Hawbaker.
The line also was selected as one of the top
100 businesses in central Pennsylvania by
Pennsylvania Business Central, a regional
business publication.

Several of the manufacturers that

shipped goods on the local rail lines have
closed their doors during the past few
ATE.

“That could have been devastating, but
through aggressive marketing we were
able to capture other buginess for the rail-
road,” llu.ntﬁr said.
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